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1. Pursuant to a request from the Foreign Minister, I met 
him at his office, with no one else present, at 1900 hours 
tonight (Thursday, August 3) . Promptly at 1900 hrs he walke' 
. into the VIP room and it required his walking from one end o 
the hall to Che ocher end where I was standing. I carefully 
observed him. He looked grim and his expression was as if h 
had just attended a funeral. This prompted my extending him 
my condolences for" the untimely death of Admiral Lambruschin 


2. Leaving him no alternative, FonMin Idntes thanked i?e. H 
then said in a stem manner ”I'm handing you a note of prote 
against your Government. The last incident of EXIM Bank der 
ing credits to GOA is more than we can tolerate. We conside 
that an intrusion into t he affair s of a spvgrign ggyejgimer^. 
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While the FonMin was talking, he lowered his head in a 
most dramatic fashion, spreading out his arms as if" to 
give me my last sacrament, saying ”I had hoped this would 
never happen between our two countries". 

3. Realizing it was best to shift into a less emotional 
subject, I suggested to FonMin relations between USG and 
GOA could still continue in harmony. I expressed to Montes 
the process was simple. First every effort should be made 
so lAHRC would visit Argentina. I stressed' relations 
between both countries were not contingent on a good or bad 
report from lAHRC. Of course, we all wished for the best, 
but it was incumbent GOA’s invitation to lAHRC be accepted. 

I explained once that occurred military training would 
follow. Subsequently, based on other positive stgps, releas: 
spare parts, etc. would be considered. He nodded his head aj 
said he understood the process. It was made clear positive 
acts would be considered under any circumstances. 

4. I then inquired into the status of the Commission. Monte 
explained seven interrogatories had been propounded by lAHRC 
and had been submitted to Videla. I then inquired if any 
action had been taken by the President. He replied negative 
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Comment: For obvious reasons, I did not inform FonMin that 

General Bignone, on behalf of President Videla, had given tc 
me the proposed answers to the seven questions. Bignone to' 
Lme about a week ago these proposed answers' were being sent t 






5. I again suggested to FonMin of importance on a positive 
approach. I commended him for his newspaper interview in 



which he stated relations with USH were normal and hopefully 
would reach an optimiim point soon. Montes explained he had 
been invited to 'be a speaker at American Chamber of Commerce. 
He said he declined so as to avoid being asked questions on 
relations with US C He concluded saying he was alarmed by 
the anti USG attitude prevailing at the Lambruschini daughter 
funeral. He said if care was not exercised the "Braden-Peron" 
atmosphere would again reign. 

6. On my departure from FonOff the press was waiting fo,r me. 
On being questioned, I used the no comment approach and 
indicated I was just making my usual visits to the FonOff. 
This, of course, didn't sell. 

7. Fearing international press may have copy of note, I am 
transmitting note contents verbatim in Spanish so as to 
avoid differences of opinion on translation. Note follows.- 
















